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[. © UW ſhall read His Pajelty's Letter, of the 13. of 
| February laft, to the Elergy fn your Reſpecive 
Archdeaconries; andyon ſhall p2oſs chem ſectouflp 

to conſider and sbferve the Rules that are ſeccin it. 


IL you tall ſignifte to the Clergy of this Dioceſs, That 
{un ozder to their obepſng Regitarly and Unifo:mly the Com- 
mands ſeut to us and them by Þts ajelfy's Lecter, they 
Hall obſerve this GOT ING 095 TIn Sunday ite May 


they 


z 


| (2) 

they ſhall read the Ac of Parliament concerning the ©b- 
ſervation of the Lo:d's day, and ſhall exhozt their Þearers 
to the Religious Dbſervacion of ir. On the Sunday ſeven- 
night befoze the Altzes, they ſhall read che Aa againſt Per- 
jury, and peach on the ſame @ubfen. On the fir @unday 
in Advent, they ſhall read the Aa againſt Dzunkenneſs, any. 
[ii ewile pzeach againſt that: Tice. And on the ſecond Sun- 
day in Lenc they ſhall read the Ac againſt Blaſphemy Swea- 
ring, and Curſing, and peach on the ſame Sutjea : And - 
on the fourth Sunday in Leat they ſhall p:cach againſt the 
fins of Adultery and Foznicacion. It is incended co p2obide 
- Yomilies.fo: all theſe daics, but till cheſe are p1epareds 
eb:rp one is to furniſh himſclf with Sermons on theſe Yeads ; 
And this i3 to be concinued from year to pear. 


[IT. Pou ſhall read this our Letter, that i{s Herewith 
given to pou,to our Clergy,of which care ſhall be takento ſend co 
every one of them a pzinted Copp; and pou ſhall charge 
_ ſtrialy to conſider well the Contents 8nd Batter 
of it. | 


IV. Pou ſhalt require ſuch as have Scrmons twice a day 
in Dummer, to make their Evening-Sermon. on {ome parc 
of the Church-Catechiſm, in ſuch a Diviſton, that they map 
go quite thzough it once a year. And fo; ſuch as p:cach but one 
Sermon a day, pou ſhall charge them, that every fo2tnighe 
they pzeach on (ome part of the Church-Catechiſm, ſo that 
cnce a pear in cycry Chucch the Carechiſai be erplatned 
quite thiough * and charge them likewiſe to examine the 
young perſons of their Pariſhes quite thzeugh the Catechiſm 
at every time that they p:each on any part of if. 


V. Pou ſhall ggnifle to. the Clergp of the Dioceſs, That 
fo; avoiding Crowds and Diſo:zdecs in Confirmatieons, we 
intend (0 confirm frequently, not only in. our Cathed2al on 
Goodc-Fridays, and Whitſun-Eves, and Chriſtmas Eves, but 
as we go about co-any of the Churches of our Dioceſs ; and 
that therefoze they take care to ſend ſuch to ug, to be con- 
firmcd by us, when thep hear. that we are in their Neighbour- 
hood, whom they find not anly capable of repeatirig the whe 
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of the Catechiſm, but likewiſe ſenſible of thoſe TUows which 
were made in their name in Waptiſm, and Which they are 
then to renew; and who are of an age capable of receiving 
the Dacrament, and in a diſpoſition fic fo) (ct, 


VI. Wou are to deal with our Clergy . -and particularly 
with che Rural Deans, to ſce if the Clergy of cach Rural 
Deanery. can be bzought to meet together in ſome convenient 
place within the reſpective Deanery, if ic may be thee 02 four 
times in a pear, £0 conſult of their common Concerns, and ts 
acquaint us with ſuch things in Which we map be aſſiſtant 02 
helpful to them. This map be a great means of begetting 
and keeping Byotherip Love and Friendſhip among them, of 
giving advice to ſuch as want experience, and of (frengthening 
the whole Body : therefoze we do moſt carneftly recommend it cs 
you and them, 


VII. Pou are to enquire into the Depoztment of the Cler- 
gy, and to ſee what Scandals 0! ill Repozts go upon any of 
them ; and in particular, what their Behaviour is, with re- 
lation to thoſe Canons which 15 P3jelkty has charged us to 
look mo:e narrowly to, PWou are alſo to eramine who reſide 
in their L ivings, who actend coaſtantly' on them, oz are 're- 
quen:ly, and without any juſt cauſe, abſcnt from them, who 
have P1ayers Wedneſd3ys and Fridips at the lcaft, if not 
ofcencr, where it is poſſible co have any number of Chziftians 
bought together, chough it were a verp (mall one ; and you 
are fo accept no Ercuſe from thoſe who have not foz ſome 
conſiderable time tficd it: even (wo o2 thee make a Tongre- 
gation. | | | 


VIII. pou are to cnquire, Ff under the p:etence of having the 
bencfit of the Indulocnce cranted by Law thers are any tha? 
do calt off quiteche WIc2thip of God, neither coming (9 Church, 
ns: going to any of the Pretinas of. the Diflenters ; and 
fince it was far from the ince:1t of che Law to prant any 
Indulgence to Athciſm, you are to enquire after #ll ſuch per- 
ſons, that they map be p2ocepced againit ; but you are not to 
ſuffer any Uexation to be created upon this p2etence, to any that 


go to the #tings of the DilCenters. 
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IX. Wou are to igniffe to our Clergy, That all ſuch as de- 


fire to be put in O2vers, muſt be addzet co us ſome conſidera. - 


ble time befsze the Ordination-Sundays, that ſo we may habe 
ſufficient time not only to try and examine them, but alſo to 
02der notice to. be' given ar the Pariſh-Churfyes where they 
live, that ſo any who have any Impediment to object whp 
they ſhould not be admitted into Boly ©:ders, may have 
timely warning, and map gnifie it to us. UWe ds deſire that 


- Cuch as come foz ©2ders, appear befoze us in the Ember- week, 


not immediately pzeceeding, but thz& months befoze we- ozdain 


them, that ſo we may have a larger time and better oppoztu- 


nities of being fully ſacisfied concerning them, rememb1ing 


thoſe heavp wo:ds of St. Paul's, Lay hands ſuddenly on no 


man, neither be partaker of other mens {ins ; keep thy ſelf 
pure. | | 


G1. Sakun. 


My - 


'F 
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My Dear Brethren, 


Ser.d you herewith His Majeſty's Letter that was ſent to 

me by My Lord Biſhop of LZendex, which, according to my 
duty, T do now tranſmit to all you the Clergy of my D+- 
oce(e. I do bleſs God that ns into His Majeſty's heart 

fuch a Zeal for this our Church, ſuch a ſenle of the ways 
that are moſt proper for preſerving it, and which by che Bleſſing 
of God will certainly do it. For if the Paſtors and Guides of * 
che Church of- all Ranks, do 2dorn their Profeſſion with a 


| | wg Converſation, and apply themſelves ſeriouſly and zealou- 


y to the Duties of their Function, the Church will both 
ſhine and proſper in ſpite of all the oppoſition that can be 


made to it from its enemies of both hands. The leaſt ble- 


miſh 'in a Church man's Life, as it is ſearched out and obſerved 
by all men, (o it not only leſſens the force of all his other Lz- 
bours ; but.ic weakens very much the credit of the whole 
Church, which is often judged by- the Errors and Diſorders 
of every one of its Paſtors, Yet it is not enough for men in 
Holy Orders to be free. of thoſe crying {1ns which are odious 
in al Chriſtians, but are to be deteited out of meaſure in 
Church-men. Ir is a monſtrous thing co fee one of that Holy 
Profeſſion give himſelf to the excefles of Eating and Drink- 
ing, or to other Senſual Appetites, to be guilty of Injuſtice or _ 
Lying, of ungoverned Paſhon or Swearing, of Maiice or filthy 
Avarice. Theſe things ought not ro be named buc with dete- 
{tation among us. We ought not only to be blamelels and 


harmleſs, bur co thine as lights in the World, and to thew in 


our lives, that to which we exhort our People in our Sermons, 
being Patterns to the Believers in W ord, in Converſation, in 
Charity, in Faith, and in Purity, and giving atrendance to Read- 
ing, to Exhortation and to Doctrine, that in ſo doing We ray }-. 
both fave our ſelves, and allo them chat hear us, Conthider ot- 


ten what a great Account you have to make to Guu. tr the 
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Souls committed to your charge. Remember and read over fre- 
quently the Vows that you made to God at your Ordination, 
and the Charge that was then given you, and examine your 
ſelves frequently whether you do obſerve theſe or not. Think 
how Sacred a Truſt that of Souls is, which the Son of God has - 
purchaſed with his own Blood : and how ſeverely he will reckon 
with you, if through your ill Example, bad Doctrine, or the 
other neglects of your duty, thoſe Souls periſh, for whici he 
died. Think it not enough lavcly to read Prayers, or pertorm 
other Divine Ofhces. You muſt go often among them to in- 
ſtrac, exhort, admoniſh, or reprove them, as the. e is occa(ton 
forit ; You mult mſtru the Youth, viſie the Sick reprove 
Offe1ders, and reconcile ſuch D.fferences as happen at any time 
co create Quarrels ainong your People, and all this you mult do 
with Zeal and Aﬀection. And in particular, you ought to warn 
your People frequently of the heavy Judgments of God, which 


 thelins of the Land vive us juſt cauſe to pp and that 


the rather {1nce God has (pared us fo long, whilſt he has vifted 
fo many Nations round about us in fo terrible a manner, and 
has given us fo greata meaſure of che light of his Goſpel, and (o 
long a courſe of Temporal as well as Spiricual Blefhings; and you 
ought frequently ro ſet forth to chem the heinoutnels of ſuch (1ns 
as you tind d.» moſt abound among them, whecher they be the 
crying one3 mentioned in the Acts of Parizament herewith ſent 
you, or o:hers You cuglit to repreſeat to them the high con- 
tempt don2ro God, wiizn Men make their Bodies, which ought 
robe Temples for Go to dwell in by his Spirit, the members 
of a Harlot, aad che Indignity done their own Natures, when 
by the exceſſes of D:inking, a Man has changed himſelf into a 
beaſt. You ought to ſhew them' What a horrible Afﬀeront it is 
to Almiginty God to profane his Ho:y Name by raſh and vain 
Swearing, and whata dreadful thing it 15 to (wear falfly, even 
in comn5n Di'courl-, bur mucii more when it is before a Judge. 


- You ouglit to fer ofren before your People tie great wickeznels 


of Lying and- Slander, of Falthood and Inju(tice, and of all 
Cheating and Oppreſhon, and that in all caſes of wrong done 
their Neighbours, there is no repentance that is acceptable to 
God, but that which is accompanied with reſtitution or repara- 
tion, as far as the Party can pofhbly make it. You are often to 
repreſeat to your People che indiſpenſable neceſhty of true 4 
: _ nels, 
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neſs, without which no Man can ſee God, and without which, 
their believing a true Faith, and their being of a crue Church, 
cannot ſerve them in any itead. For we are aſſured from the - 
Word of God, that not only Idolaters, but Fornicators, and / 
Adulrcerers, Thieves, Covetous Perlons, Drunkards, Revilers' 
and Exto:rioners cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. Pur 
them often in mind of the importince of the Word Reformed 
Church, chat imports, that as our Doctrine and Worthip are by 
the bleſſing of God Reformed; 10 our. Lives ought alto ro be 
Reformed; other wile all the advantages that we have of light and 
truth beyond other Churches, will riſe up in Jadgment agzinſt 
us, it we do not live (uitably to chem. Burt above all things 
{ſtudy to poſlels your people with a deep ſenſe of the duty that 
they owes to God their Maker,and co Jeſus Chriſt their Saviour, 
that they may apply themlelves to the exercites of Devotion in 

ſecret, to the Fequencivg che Publick Worthip of God, and 

chiefly to the receiving the Sacrament with that ſerious dilpotiti- 

on of mind that becomes fuch Holy Performances. that 1o they 

may delight in going together to che Houſe of God. And it 
order to their doing this aright,infule into them a great reverence 

for the Lord's Day, as a time (cparated from tize common buti-" 
neſs of life, for cl;eir atzending on the Worthip of God, and 

{uch other Religious Exerciſes as may both increaſe their know- 

ledge and their ſenſe of Divine Matters, and that therefore they 
ought not to ſatisfie themſelves with going to Church, anyd Wd 

ſting publickly in the Service of God buc that they ſhould (er 
themſelves more to Prayer on that day, and to the reiving of 
- Scriptures, or other good Books, both apart and together in 
cheir Families, that (o they may grow up in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Loid and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt. Thele things 
you muſt open to your People frequently in {ealon and out of , 
ſeaſon, both at Church, and from Houte ro Houle. And I 

charge you by all the Authority that I have over you, by che 

Zeal that you bear to the Church of Exg/and, and as you defire 

to have from your Labours and your People, a Crown of rejoy- 

cing in the day of the Lord, and as you bear a due regard both 

to your own Souls, and to the Souls that are committed to your 

care, and to that Precious Blood by which they were redeemed, , 
as vou deſire to be faithful ro your Ordination- Vows, and to 

| have 2 ſhare in thoſe bleſſed words 5 Well done, good and faithful 


ſervant, 


TI 
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| | Jervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lard : That you will give 


your ſelves wholly to theſe thi that you will-accounc no la- 
bour great inadvancing that Work for which our Saviour ſpa- 
red not his own life: and*that you will purſae all the parrs' of 
your Miniſtry with a Zeal faicable co the importance of chem, 
that ſo we doing our pgrts faithfully nader the Protection and Fa- 
vour of Our Gracious King and Queen, whom God long pre- 
ſerve." this Church may recover its firſt Glory, and may ſo 
ſhine in all thoſe things which can adorn our Holy Profeſſion, 
chat ſhe may become the head of che Reformation, and the joy 
of the whole Earth; chat ſhe may ſtill be ſafe under the Prote- 


tion of God, and —__ depart 


from her,-chat all her Children may with one Heart, and with 
one Mouth glorifie the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


to. whoſe Grace and Favour I do moſt earneſtly commend you 


and your Labours. And am very ſincerely, 


My Dear Brethren,. 
Salrsbury ; 
—_—_ Tour moſt Aﬀettionate Brother 
and Servant in the Lord Jeſus, 
G1 Sarum. 


London, Printed for Ric.-(hifwel at the Reſe'and |, 


_ Cryws in St, Paul's Church-yard, 1690. 
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